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BUILDER; ACTIVE _ 
IN CIVIC AFFAIRS 


Max Irmscher, Sr. (1866-1935) was one of Fort 
Wayne's prominent building contractors. A native of 
Saxony, Germany, he came here in 1883, to 
become a blacksmith, a bricklayer and general con- 
tractor. He was president of the old Fort Wayne 
Brick & Tile Co. and later organized the Max 
Irmscher & Sons, Inc., general contractors. 


Mr. Irmscher built the Scottish Rite Auditorium, for- 







_~-merly the Mizpah Shrine Temple, the First National 


‘Bank building, now the Commerce Building, the 
«City Filtration plant, Concordia Lutheran Church 
and the former W & D Store. 


~~ He was active in Fort Wayne civic affairs, and was a 
“member and trustee of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

Mr. Irmscher and family rest in Lindenwood, a non- 
_gsectarian, non-profit cemetery, owned by the 
families it serves. 
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DAT 3-2-7981 ANDRzw 
AT THE SUMMIT/NEWS & 


BE Ts, The mystery in 
the attic—update 


The past is becoming a little less 
hazy, thanks to a historical genea- 
logist at the public library. 


On March 7, Roto told the story 

Gr LAW | of Tom Staight, a Wayne High 

School student who found some 

old business ledgers in the attic of 

this Stophlet Street home. Though 

the brittle volumes bore the name 

nn IR ve REE of Andrew Jacobs and dated back 
a century, Staight was a unable to 
determine anything more about 
the one-time owner of an un- 
named business on Broadway in 


à | the Fort Wayne of another day. 
‘Mystery in the : if pharmacy at Adams County ’ 
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Er Enter Virginia Bloomfield. This He writes: 
updated age researcher at the local library read “The Mystery in the Attic’ (Roto, 
cie 4 the story and took an interest in resting, especially to me because the 
Last issue, Roto carrie the artifacts unearthed by Staight. d was probably my grandfather —and 

of Andrew Jacobs, a Fo After “about 10 minutes’ research ıy middle name, Andrew. 

se MES “no felt sever; in the Historical Genealogy De- ier, Louise, lived on Stophlet Street in 
Se LE geh un partment,” Bloomfield was able to f College Avenue on the north side of 
discovered recently by track down a bit of information on rents have been dead for many years 
Wayne High School. Sta the elusive Andrew Jacobs. n’s Lutheran Cemetery on Engle Road. 
about the writer of the four children: Laura (later Kienzle), 
find out. ; | She located his obituary, which y and my father, Herman. He did op- 
Virginia Bloomfield, < appeared on Sept. 27, 1928, the idway somewhere near Taylor Street. | 
library’s historical genea same day he died. The 78-year-old Id picture of a horse-drawn delivery 
Roto last issue to say sh Jacobs had indeed lived in the that establishment. He probably died 
a grocery store on Bro} house now occupied by Staight’s an remember him only faintly because 
and had moved to Fort family, and he had once run a he died. His widow lived several years 

1872. He died in 1928 a ‘grocery on Broadway near Taylor eure 
wife and four children. Street. Jacobs had been born in v abit more. Anyone else care 





Now further backgrou ‘ Bavaria, Germany, but had lived 
arrived in the form of | in Fort Wayne since 1872. He left 
behind a wife and four children, 


| all of whom lived in Fort Wayne at- EIER 
REISEN RE RER the time of hic death: 


A check with The Pictorial His- 
| tory of Fort Wayne, Indiana by 
B.J. Griswold further revealed that 
Andrew Jacobs was the son of 
George Jacobs, a German beer- 
maker who moved to Fort Wayne 
————— | ‘in 1872 to work: on the Pennsylva- 

nia Railroad Co. Andrew Jacobs’s 

younger brother, also named . 

George, was prominent in Fort 

Wayne music circles as a musician 
ER EA RY ET ENS FE and the owner of a music store on 
turn-of-the-century Calhoun 
Street. 








Perhaps Virginia Bloomfield’s 
research, which was certainly 
more fruitful than Roto’s, will help 

| satisfy some of Tom Staight’s curi- 
nas —— ll osity about his crumbling led- 
ges. U 















































‘Mystery in the Attic’ 
updated — again 


Last issue, Roto carried an update on the story 
of Andrew Jacobs, a Fort Wayne grocer of a cen- 
tury ago who left several business ledgers in the 
attic of a Stophlet Street home, ledgers that were 
discovered recently by Tom Staight, a student at 
Wayne High School. Staight didn’t know anything 
about the writer of the ledgers, so Roto tried to 
find out. 

Virginia Bloomfield, a researcher in the public 
library’s historical genealogy department, wrote to 
Roto last issue to say she’d discovered Jacobs ran 
a grocery store on Broadway near Taylor Street 
and had moved to Fort Wayne from Germany in 
1872. He died in 1928 at age 78, leaving behind a 
wife and four children. 2 

Now further background on Andrew Jacobs has 
arrived in the form of a letter from Louis A. Ja- 





ANDREW 
TA BS 


3 # } An a if y J / 


cobs, the director of pharmacy at Adams County ” 
Memorial Hospital. He writes: 

Your recent story on “The Mystery in the Attic’ (Roto, 
March 7) was most interesting, especially to me because the 
Andrew Jacobs mentioned was probably my grandfather —and 
from whom | inherited my middle name, Andrew. 

He and my grandmother, Louise, lived on Stophlet Street in 
the second house west of College Avenue on the north side of 
the street. Both grandparents have been dead for many years 
and are buried in St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery on Engle Road. 

Andrew Jacobs had four children: Laura (later Kienzle), — 
Emma (later Zelt), Henry and my father, Herman. He did op- 
erate a business on Broadway somewhere near Taylor Street. | 
remember seeing an old picture of a horse-drawn delivery 
wagon out in front of that establishment. He probably died 
nearly 60 years ago. | can remember him only faintly because 
| was very young when he died. His widow lived several years 
longer. : | 

So now you know a bit more. Anyone else care 
to update us?[] 
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Left The casting of 
wire was a slow proc- 
ess in the early 1900s. 
These early Dudlo 
employes had to pour 
molten copper into 
molds by hand. Below: 
Dudlo Manufacturing 
Co. set up shop in Fort 
Wayne in 1912 in this 
small building on Wall 
Street. The original 
building is still stand- 
ing, although it has 
been surrounded by 
newer facilities of the 
Essex Wire Co. 


‚Cityscapes: Dudlo’s wire enamel | 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Editor’s note: This article is 
the sixth on important indus- 
tries in early Fort Wayne. 

Shortly after the 19th century 
gave way to the 20th, threë 
fledgling industrial giants — au- 
tomotive, telephone and radio 
— began to shape America’s fu- 
ture. But the three industries 
had more in common. They all 
needed lots of magnet wire, and 
Fort Wayne’s Dudlo Manufac- 
turing Co. was for a time the 
world’s largest supplier of it. 

Before Dudlo opened shop in 
a 50-by-100-foot shed on Wall 
Street in 1912, magnet wire was 
insulated with cotton fabric, 
which wore out with continued 
use. Dudlo founders W.E. 
Mossman and George Jacobs 
had been developing an enamel 
coating which would last. 

Through trial and error, Ja- 
cobs came up with a secret 
enamel coating. The enameling 
process was so well-guarded 
that only Jacobs and one other 
Dudlo employe were ever al- 
lowed in the underground room 


where the enamel was mixed. 

Bankrolled by Mossman, who 
was Jacobs’ father-in-law, 
Dudlo opened with 12 employes. 
The company was named in 
honor of Jacobs’ birthplace, 
Dudley; Mass., and the state of 
Ohio. The company operated 
unsuccessfully in Cleveland for 
a year before moving to the 
Summit City. 

By 1922, Dudlo was the 
world’s leading manufacturer of 
magnet wire. The plant was op- 
erating around the clock, and 
between 1912 and 1927 it turned 
out at least 35 million pounds of 
enameled wire. 

Among Dudlo’s 105 major ac- 
counts were some of the coun- 
try’s leading manufacturers, 
such as Westinghouse and 
Delco-Remy. Dudlo was also the 
largest supplier of wire to the 
Ford Motor Co. 

By 1917, Dudlo was also pro- 
ducing its own wire. By 1927, 
though, Dudlo executives. be- 
came concerned about the coun- 
try’s financial health and took 


part in a $50 million merger of 
some of the country’s major wire 
makers, which became the Gen- 
eral Cable Corp. Many Dudlo 
employes did not take the 
merger news well. Word of the 
merger, said one, “came like 
word of a death in the family.” 

For a time, operations re- 
mained unchanged. Then, in 
1930, General Cable closed Dud- 
lo’s Fort Wayne office facilities 
and moved them east. In 1933, 
General Cable’s Fort Wayne 
general manager Victor Rea re- 
signed to form Rea Magnet 
Wire, still operating here today. 
Later in 1933, the remaining 
Dudlo operations in Fort Wayne 
were moved to Rome, New 
York. 

The Dudlo story does not end, 
there, however. In 1936, Essex 
Wire Corp. bought the old 
Dudlo buildings and has been 
operating there ever since. = 

— Kevin Leininger 
Kevin Leininger is a News-Sen- 
tinel general-assignment re- 
general-assignment reporter. 

































































"En sil 
| ce a AvévsT 
ID TAC QUAY 
| SR ” 
Oe Aa 
4 À À) NA 
“ww ee a 
& =) <= 
secs pie: “ a FR PIC 0 à 
WW 
PEARL Ex 
Aaa 2 os = 
Bene: | 
EMMA 
















































































— 









































BERN EW 


ER 


IA Y0AY 


EY Toseph TACQUAY 
| Frw 
Sve AWN or TEWWEUER 


0 -19-1944 
he 4 ae ae aE RE À PRE FrW —- 


MAR 10-30-1965 


BES BME BAP 





Bern. —...TACQUAY |. 


rw 49h hk oS 














Ben rm ee Pr DA DD ee mo — 


i 
sm a nn qe à pt = — 
ER SR OT Ê 
= { - 
pm oo UE pre at 
ee 
re ét LL LLL LO En à. 
" we . 
yw © € ” à un À » i 4 
Vi fh ” .$ f 
4 

n 
‘ 


er nn nee anne: 


ne oo D ee tt te th Se 


mn A mn rm aaa ry ame er we em pe ttn eh al mirent ee nie ss dé om 7 


mg nm pm 


PT qq ts m0 wt mg ren om ly mm mio mn 


nn 9 D pm . won - - nn mn — 











EZ 


HO 


5 





nd ov 


Um - > = 






TEE RER Pr 


SR 


SERA a EI, aT a 


este 


Van an m pe cere ae 





ne ge 


mm - = = 5 

mt a a nN me u ge ars 

EEE RNCS Dr Te RS SEPT ee — =. ; 

DR Ses LE er ETE ey me: OR ee PP pit = rs 

qe po ome > > 
ee ee! — m — - - 2 






nn nn 


en nn u nn 


ng rn rn tee 





it run 


CLARENCE 


E 
JAC Quay 











Mowkhoé ville 


ALBAN 





Mowkecviece 








MeRBERT 













2 1 MiwRsE VILLE 
JA covAY 
CLARENCE E, A ae iad BERWARD 
TEFE er Pru 
Besaweay 
CLARA CooN RAD HILDA 


ieee A en ee er 


Jere Tw. J se Pb 
bh MoNRIEVILLE 


Bor HERS VE 
CHARLES 

HER mA 

- FREHE 


a u DEE ZH 






234% 





ware | 
aire Tr PET eee ar 


œ 






07 


sl el 


4 g . , + oe ce) Je a 


| 
DNA | 


on nn AG IE à 7 4, 


Nits ae 
| are... ee Bierman er 
| = 

à | TAA USES” AAA 

pannes (14 7 7 cerner» 

Narr ar HT 














— net en one 








DE D ET ee en em (pet age 










u 


LP oul 










on nn nn ee a ET oe 


++. pte nee TR ET RE 








6 fre & were à échec ea or he ah Erle TE 


ee ee aE i to 02% Pan! wea cl 

















‘ 7 - 
fing, TAN ee 

ne ne i hs ll Se me An at + wate eae ee pad 
PT AT 





77 






DESSIE 


AO OD, 
ZA<QuAY 























~ 
A . 
=‘ (* $a, € 
* 4 
7 ope oe — — = 
f À 
men en em 
~ SE CSE TS De we — : 
1 
ne En nn a ee 
— a ne CE nn aR 
qu mes - 
mm 
td mt tr 
, r- € P 
N a Fe \ à “ 
nn 8 io Oe ee . 4 
n * 
r ¢ 
2% 
> « x 
l a) \ 
u ms ~< ——— mn = — + 
nn nn m er A nn nn: 
ao 4 u 
—_ 4 À FA À, 
à ki a + Là 
ben nenne 
em ‘ AL 
‘ ‘ A 
10 
|. — .. - | m = = 
por 
_ ” 2 
4 * > G 
à à - 
‘ 
ns dada Ee nen (ee Vene 
j 
SA Se eee Se ET Det Le ee aa ù 
. en rent dreams; can ts tue mate GR A 
DE A Qt on er 
‘ 
ET nen SC mg née u nn = 
D 
u en ss ~ 











FAW, 
A7) Ae 
TACQLAY 


| Yan 
+ 
AUS 
— J 1 
. | 
4 
kl +, 
\ IK 4 { | \ 
=)" 4 * 
i 
pm nn = à Ce ES = . de 7 > 
1 
\ Ee ete emf mo mat a aaa dae A «Ae ro 0 n “ 4 
—— m Te en ee en nenn nn ne A RN - ~ ence —— oe — 
ne RARE ET EEE TER 3 ve y— 4 
7 ’ 
nn Bee ee See d i cf + oui 
£ 
re Sn en re 
ya. en LER ua ee tes : 
5 
rer nnugegeres . 
= 
Pa D 
innen een 
en en en 
— empereur qe | — 


mn ‘al m -* 
# à ù Yu LA 


.. 


hu ‘£e 


ibn ts + oo were 


-, 





nées en a List — seh oi RSR 


PN TAR BSE inet A 


à ge Re VER \ - 





[ni 
SN | My 
Sheen Bis 

sa À : 
Dev | 3 
RS | | TER 
— to : SR 
« 33 o> RO 
sath oC Sal; 
= 47 x 
Rh = Ww 
tin? x 





| . 
; —— ante oe a ie AU : SE os PSR be RN patois ‘ ; -_ . — . 
ty r 
7 el 
rk 
wa 
eu) 
= 
wd 
N 
4 





een ee on 





a * { = | tp 
4 


mm 


\ LT { 
mn nr —— 
a e | à 
' 
RS Se rs > PAT SRI SAPIN ETF ITEM TAN CERTES TRS = 3 
F ’ 
: Ë } 
N | tv f 
. ‘ N | 
~ 4 ‘ ei 
= % 
~ a were 
“ u { 
, j u! | 
7 : a 
———— 2 vues 


N 





— et ne mem em un > er — — - 


Pete ee re tere: TND PAT EE IEP SE EY ST TR AR AE ESN ET TI cn EP tt mere 


rt nn eee, TE SLT TR TES many pre er Pe IT oer Eee CURE] 


ST rn er yn re et ee JR 


ee get 





ee ren ee 





Rie mem ef ne mehr rar po mn mn mm mi 


mn nn 


IE ee 





TEFFRY 
ALLEN 
TAC QVAY 


F. LYNN Tiselh TACOvAY 
Kh. Sve AMV OTTENWELLER — 





[m gr hat tnt ae a4 


nn un nf 


7 FAS OAT WERE AN à 











rn mern 


ee re 


EM u gi 


nenn tn os on - 


mn m nn an 


DA ERA EEE 





. sj ae EE : x ar de R m i 


nm nn nn nn + 





ae Sate nen m nenne 


—— ee een 
ine ine nn — 


nn mn nn nn nn er ende 


regeln. rend. tn nn 


nn nn nn 


nn tn nn mn 


CE FE 


nn té ete een 


en mr 


ne 


: 
OL nn | si 
a er dee 
LA Mis à RS | vers . 
1 
re + ’ ’ 

















om mm a nn nn nn nn u 


mann LU nn 


114 
be L L 
= 
« 
= ine À 
# 
ee 
; 
& 
E27 
2 
3 
: 








» 


a 


i nl 0202 





* 
y» 





Bekm TACOUAY 





LYNW 
_ SoséPh 
_ LALQUAY 





| M. AGNES — N -Keviue 





Ze NS 
= ee 
1 FR 
2 
nd 
& 
lo a OM 
3 ts 








LIVNI! TAC QUAY 
[316-04 | 


SVE AWN OTTEWWELLER | 


10-19-1944. | 
MAR 70-32-4445” 
0 BESANCON. 


FE CARE Fi OTTEW WELLER 


Mi MOK €, CERARDOT 





OK 


BeYoN TrEesEll 


~~ 4 = # 


Privé 


JEFE ERY Arten 


FT. | 


s HERE LIN 


A =)» 7/ 7% 
Fr 








MAR) Lov 
RE BECCA 
TAC QUAY 


F. BERWARD — PREMIER |) yd 


M, MARY ErıceW CERARDET er 
| et € 


ONE D ROBERT RER À — — — 
on ET À RAA 
TEFL TWP 


AT Zi nn nn m nn ma nn m nenn om à à 








MAR Lou Rebecca JACQVAY 
lo 2J-19 do = - 
TeFF Tw 
MAR S-3-149 - 
BES piVeow - 

4 — ff — RON CTS TALC OUAY 2 
ELLA LUCGNDA MARTIN, CNE in he 2 ME 
» 





re de pe 


— te ee un 


ee ee 


(a le a tt mener mn 


ne Pr lc Se DLL | 
- 2 g J 4 


ae in yee ne | 





FE, 2% 





= RL a a a ee a 
MO pros Seth om le te te BOR ee 
2 A un Be Un. m ie nn Re 
& 


i Ré | 































bei TV 
* | RN i : in 
A 7 
’ wide. ar Rn 
eee po 
+} 4 + at à 
m: \ : eee 
RUE LL 
À L m 4 t 1 
ar À : 
re j * \ 
Run UE SUN ut 
h bi i ar Te - | KL vi 44 AL ma 4, 
| k Tr vm À! AB: WEL load ee MOVE ae PAT ange 
: ke ‘ RAS ‘ Bean “the | 
a en er = rn 4 ti ; rs ihe " rs ' sai . 
» 4 No 7 + LAN t” I ’ F N 
ne Der : LG AE AL L Nr ar PMR Meg PSR! D 
is i #2 h Nee 3 N 1 5 ch, AA / AL ho 
Er L rer ci are) Ferner u Eee a du ur ci = 7 ag > 
4 a à AE, ar 


ee Teer man: fa ; tape 
à ur 3 l 7 à \ { ; N £ 4 qu 

ES SE eine 1 tamed ON NS AR 

3 i ; £ 2 OL ro Ps MN 


dont Ph nn y mn pe eg re dei Say nein tome seg eter nie oh ioe 





. 
eme Se Be ee nn à rag re ee 


ER a rer Ro gra agree DANCE 





le eT ae ee te ee aE nn COR ee en ET EN er CRT ae Tae TEE TES 
: 
5 { 1 
= à . h 4 N 
: 
AT ne pe tee cette gerer et en dee ute frame der terre déve an a PT eee 7 2 bi a fi 
1 1 + t nn LE i ; fim Ciel! 
EN { { j \ ER 3 aD GL Pr DA PELLE ‘Nie Ais 


benny LEE thot he sap eed LS D es damier ammeter oe MEN 2 “ ” 
| * = Y hel pi DONNEES Rev tania uti PE 


YRrovRY 





8 
& 
À 


AND JAGUAY 


d 


THELMHA 


x 
ie 2 
A 
(A 











mn. mn 








rm tmp ha SAD nn rn Pt en ere abe repens nine ne 
LLL LLL LLL LLL LOL LL LLL LLL LILLE LE LLL | LLL LLL TT LO TES mt fn A pm te D hs 
Ht eA RR A oo 
I Ck D Om en nn re oe CLL TOLLE LG D en CG TE A" ENO AS TREC A do 
ELLE LL LL ELLE LLC EA LOL TL LO TTL TE CT 


= 
ok 
% 


LINN ZusepA TALOLAY 


a 
CT SC gif oe 1 ie A | 


—— ee ee nn mn. 





ES 








~ ony 
d \ v 
| 
. À 
I t 
{ 5 L 
2 | 
F » 1 ‘ a 
+ % ‘ad 
ot : D 1 L 
4 | 
. 
5 
’ i 5 ~ 
» 
\ 


vs eo 
ET nn 
AR 
i 
4) 
CRC LL 
ms né eme met — ee met) C = 
‘Ores à 
nn nn nn ji 
+ Un 
en teen een ne se ne een m regnen, = = — 
0 3 
i teen  ——— en J 
‘1 
6 « m } pou” 
ee ee ee ee ee —— - 
L. L' En 
ee mr - 4 m te nn nn — 
. fe 1 
Le ¥ vl 
ts _ 
Le 
QU ag =. 


ee 


— un nn ee me 


ATL RR, one CCSN, EEE : ind + RE i 


oo mi se 





$ 13 
u an in earn —_ = ; - = ss 


KanglsaT Mares MMA 


LE er oe | EIPEREL 7... Seba 2 er = À 


et ae en re EDEN ce 


a? 


Lu 


a mg mg qe tae _ : = = _— ro ne nn — 





ee en ——— 5 me = 
+ a à | nn ey -- _— 
mess ee 4 a. de 

> _— m — - _ = eh - = 

. * Fe heme pi 
ee er ze ie) et tee ene en md ere . = à < — 
‘ 4 A i 

… - nn ern dl mg mme ue BE _— - Pe i à > ov. = fi a 









€ LRRENCE | 





Enkwerr Louis ; 


of? 


a ae | 





He em Od 





ui 


mm een sine men aininwrrer 


a A rt ey, 

































































S fo2ogT ir 4 "92 9700€ 


rwara tne L/udi0 pliant iLSeiL was were 
osed. 


en eu “ey HAE 
OFFER GOOD MONDAY THRU SUNDAY. 


CHICKEN - HAM 


SWISS STEAK DINNER 
SERVED 11 A.M. CLOSING 
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SOUP AND SALAD BAR. 





HOBBY RANCH HOUSE 
3204 N. ANTHONY 482-3767 


JON HALLS RESTAURANT 


RESTAURANT! 











Great 
Not just a restaurant, but an elegant dining room 
FRE food at affordable prices. If you're “ITALIAN 
planning to dine out tonight, dine out in style. BUFFET 
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a ee Paesday night = 
Er en $8 95 . 5 p.m.- -8 p.m. a > 3° os ES 4 
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a Sr All the pizza, with Oral Roberts and Richard Roberts 
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CITYSCAPE 


Dudlo Co. 
made city 
wire hub 


The sprawling complex of Essex 
Group of United Technologies and 
its Magnet Wire and Insulation Di- 
vision plant is but one of several 
large wire manufacturing corpora- 
tionsin the city that are descendants 
of a unique Fort Wayne enterprise 
— the Dudlo Company. 

The lightning growth between 
1914 and 1924 of the old Dudlo Co. 
which perfected the process of coat- 
ing the copper wire that is indis- 
pensible to electric motors, auto- 
mobiles coils and communications 
equipment, made Fort Wayne the 
magnet wire capital ofthe world. 

Though Dudlo no longer exists, 
Fort Wayne can still claim the title 
of leading producer of magnet wire. 
Besides Essex, located just south of 
Swinney Park with headquarters on 
Wall Street, there are also the giant 
Rea Magnet Wire Company and the 
Phelps Dodge Magnet Wire Com- 
pany. All trace their beginnings to 
Dudlo. In addition, other wire pro- 
ducers include General Electric Co. 
and the nearby New Haven Wire 
and Cable Co. 

It is difficult to overemphasize the 
importance of magnet wire for mod- 
ern technology and our everyday 
life. Things that are taken for 
granted — such as radios, tele- 
phones, large and small engines, au- 
tomobile electrical systems — all 
would be impossible without magnet 
wire. The enamel coating of copper 
wire is a necessary process that al- 
lows the wire, which often is thinner 
than a human hair, to be wrapped in 
coils to produce the magnetic fields 
required for these things to operate. 

'- Nearly 80 years ago the theories of 

magnet wire were well understood, 
but the problem of coating the wire, 
especially thin wire, was not re- 
solved. At the turn of the century 
most wire was laboriously wrapped 
by hand in cotton fabric. By 1906 
several large eastern companies were 
able to coat heavy wire with enamel, 
but the material they used cracked 
easily and chipped off, ruining the 
magnetic coils. 

The demand for effectively coated 
fine wire was stimulated especially 
by the rapidly growing automobile 
industry, which needed good, fine- 
wire coils to create the spark to fire- 
the gasoline engines. 

The person who finally discovered 
a suitable enamel coating for fine 
wire was A. Jacobs. Born in 1877, Ja- 


cobs was a native of Dudley, Mass., 
and a graduate of the Worcester 
Polytechnical Institute. In 1901 he 
came to Fort Wayne to work at the 
new General Electric Co., and it was 
here that he became intensely inter- 
ested in the problems of insulating 
wire and in courting Ethel 
Mossman, the daughter of Fort 
Wayne hardware magnate and civic 
leader William E. Mossman. 

Jacobs left Fort Wayne in 1905 to 
continue his work on wire insulation 
with the Sherwin-Williams Paint 
Co., in Cleveland. In 1907 he mar- 
ried Ethel Mossman, and together, 
in their apartment kitchen, the cou- 
ple experimented on wire insulation, 
using the gas from the kitchen stove, 
electricity from the kitchen light 
plug, and a 6-inch diameter pipe 
eight feet long thrust out the window 
to ventilate the smelly odors which 
aroused the hostility of neighbors. 

No doubt the couple’s move back 
to Fort Wayne in 1910 was ap- 
plauded by the other tenants in the 
Cleveland apartment; it is not 
recorded what Fort Wayne people 
thought when they got wind of the 
enameling experiments. 

One family, anyway, was pleased 
to see George Jacobs bring his wife 
back to Fort Wayne. The story is 
told, in fact, that William Mossman 
was so concerned to have his only 
daughter near him that he offered to 
finance Jacobs’ work if he would re- 
turn Ethel to her hometown. “For 
the love of my daughter,” Mossman 
later recalled, “I wanted all my fam- 
ily in Fort Wayne with me.” 

Mossman, with his son, B. Paul 
Mossman (whose grand West 
Wayne home later became the site of 
the Fort Wayne Museum of Art), 
formed a partnership with Jacobs, 
and created the Dudlo Company. 
The name was made up from the 
combination of Dudley, Mass. and 
Ohio, The enameling process de- 
vised by Jacobs was nearly per- 
fected, and the business was moved 
to Fort Wayne where the Mossmans, 
in 1911, built a uniquely shaped 
“factory” 50 by 100 feet in size. Its 
strange cupola that ran the length of 
the building (for ventilation) caused 


much comment in town, and in years 
to come became the hallmark of the 
business. 

This young company only began 
to enjoy great success after 1914 
when it not only overcame some 
early safety hazards in production, 
but also started to produce its own 
wire, which required that copper 
rods be drawn through special di- 
amond dies. A 600-foot rod of 
quarter-inch copper, for instance, 
could be stretched into many miles 
of hair-fine wire; machines had to be 
painted white so that workers could 
keep track of the wire. 


Because George Jacobs, who func- 
tioned as general manager, con- 
stantly refined methods of produc- 
tion (better enameling ovens, 
effective training programs, more ef- 
ficient wire-drawing machinery, 
etc.) the company grew rapidly, be- 
coming the world’s leading complex 
for wire-drawing and wire-enam- 
eling. 

Dudlo wire and automobile coils 
became a key product for the new 
Henry Ford assembly lines, helping 
to make possible a car, the “Model 
T,” that was affordable to everyday 
people. Between 1917 and 1927 
Dudlo supplied Ford with more than 
five million ignition coils. 


During World War I the new anti- 
submarine devices produced in En- 
gland for use against German U- 
Boats required wire finer than a hu- 
man hair. Jacobs accepted the order 
for tons of such wire before he even 
had a process for producing it, but 
six months later he was able to cre- 
ate the required machinery and de- 
liver the product to the British. 


Other engineering and mechanical 
geniuses joined Dudlo after World 
War I, such as Victor Rea, Wendell 
Glass, and Warren Sweet. Even after 
Dudlo closed, these men would go on 
to found the companies familiar to 
Fort Wayne today. 


Major accounts for wire were 
taken from around the world as 
Dudlo became important also in the 
new fields of radio, phonographs, 
and loud-speakers. These products 


Photo: Courtesy of Allen County-Fort Wayne Historical Society 
The Dudlo Company’s first facility, built near the western end of Wall Street in 1911. 





in particular were the specialty of 
the growing Magnavox Co., which 
came to Fort Wayne in 1930 pre- 
cisely because it was the main source 


of magnet wire in the world. Mean- . 


while, experiments were being car- 
ried out on wire for a “futuristic” de- 
vice called television. 

Fine-wire production also drew 
the Dudlo Co. into the unusual field 
of tinsel manufacture, and this was 
caused especially by the unique Ger- 
man population of Fort Wayne. Tin- 
sel making was an ancient art that 
had its origins in the French city of 
Lyons. There the secrets of produc- 
tion were jealously guarded for gen- 


erations as the product was in high. 


demand for uniform decorations and 
expensive brocades. 

The story is told that Germans 
captured by the French during the 
Napoleonic Wars of the early 19th 
century managed to learn the tinsel 
secrets, and took them back to Nu- 
remburg after the war, guarding, in 
their turn, the newly won (and im- 
proved upon, naturally) treasure. 


The German tinsel was made by a 
less expensive process, and soon was 
used widely in that uniquely Ger- 
man tradition of decorating a tree at 
Christmas. This Old World trade 
was then brought to Fort Wayne by 
Nuremburg immigrants before 
World War I, and by 1916 the Leonic 
Division of Dudlo was formed ex- 
pressly for the production of tinsel 
to be used in decorations of all kinds, 


from Christmas trees to lamp shades 


and shoe cloth. 


Life at Dudlo for the-work force 
was fondly remembered for the most 
part. Most notably the employees 
operated a newspaper, The Reflec- 
tor, which recounts widespread par- 
ticipation in the athletic programs 
and outings of the Dudlo Men’s Club 
or the Dudlo Girl’s Club, or theater 
parties, lake excursions, and com- 
pany picnics. Especially important 
to the workers was the formation of 
the Dudlo Mutual Benefit Associa- 
tion, which addressed work site is- 
sues and employee insurance pro- 
grams. 


Turn to DUDLO/Page 4S 
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all began 
n 1920s 


DUDLO From 3S 
«Baseball games among employees, 
cluding management, were always 
favorite. One game in particular 
eled comment for years afterward, 
idently because of the outstanding 
lure of anyone to play well. The 
ıms were the Giants and Senators, 
d by the time the Senators had 
m (19-5, but no knew why), all 
at was clear was that Fuzzy Foster 
ally caught a ball in spite of the 
t that there were several women 
arby, Emmett Spindler played a 
od game of tennis on third base, 
d Myron Wake, the Senators’ 
ortstop, was carried from the field 
th a broken ankle (something to 
with an unorthodox slide into 
me plate). 
Changes that resulted in the end 
: Dudlo began even before the 
at Stock Market Crash of 1929. In 
27 Dudlo merged with several 
her cable and wire companies to 
rm the General Cable Corp.The 
mpany became overextended and 
yen the “Crash” occurred, Dudlo 
18 badly weakened. Jacobs and his 
d friend Wendell Glass had al- 
ady resigned and formed a new 
mpany, the INCA Manufacturing 





D 

In 1930 the Dudlo office closed, 
ıd Warren Sweet, another old- 
ner, resigned. Finally in 1933, Vic- 
r Rea, the old plant supervisor, re- 
zed to form his own company, the 
2a Magnet Wire Co. Shortly af- 
rward the Dudlo plant itsell was 


nceñ 














George Jacobs 


In 1936 the Essex Wire Corpora- 
tion of Detroit bought the old Dudlo 
plant, and many Dudlo employees 
were brought back to work. 

Meanwhile, in 1931, the INCA 
Company founded by Jacobs had 
become a part of the Phelps Dodge 
Copper Products Corp., which en- 
abled Jacobs’ faltering company to 
continue, also with many of the old 
Dudlo employees. 

By 1940, then, on the eve of World 
War II, there still was the largest 
magnet wire industry in the United 
States centered in Fort Wayne, and 
this at a time when superior technol- 
ogy in electronics would be the foun- 
dation of a victorious war effort. 

Each of these large companies, 
and in a sense those that came af- 
terward, even Magnavox, harkened 
back to 1910 when old Bill 
Mossman, “for the love of his daugh- 
ter,’ brought his family (and the 
magnet wire industry) to Fort 
Wayne. 





Michael Hawfield is executive director of 
the Historical Museum, 302 E. Berry St. 






WANT ADS 
BRING 
RESULTS 


a.m. with Char Binkley : interviewing Terry Bor- 
ton about handicaps Monday, Kay Arthur on 
Precept Ministries Tuesday and author Cons- 
tance Cumby Friday. 


@ WBNI-FM, 89, features “The Bob & Ray 
Public Radio Show” at 7:30.tonight. Concerts 
at 8 p.m. include the Chicago Symphony per- 
forming Webern, Ligeti, Mendelssohn and Mo- 
zart Tuesday, the Philadelphia Orchestra fea- 
turing Kyung-Wha Chun in Tchaikovsky’s 
“Violin Concert” Wednesday and the-Boston 
Symphony with violinist Henryk Szeryng per- 
forming Beethoven’s “Violin Concerto” Thurs- 
day. March 3, the Metropolitan Opera will per- 
form Wagner’s “Tannhaeuser’” beginning at 
1:30 p.m. 


@ WFWQ-FM, 95, accepts requests and dedica- 
tions from noon to 1 p.m. weekdays on “Mid- 
day Music Magazine.” Each night at midnight, 
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days at 6 p.m. is “Friday Night Oldies Requl 
Show” and Saturdays at 8 p.m. is “Rock, R 
as Remember” with Dick Clark and Mark : 
iott. 


@WADM- Radio, 1540, and WADM-FM, 
will be airing the Adams County boys hi 
school sectional basketball games beginnn: 
Tuesday. Indiana University basketball airs 
Sunday at 1:45 p.m., featuring the Hoosi 
against Michigan State, followed by the Purc 
game Wednesday at 7:40 p.m. 


@ WXKE-FM, 104, is presenting a “Rock of { 
’80s Weekend.” Sunday “Innerview” of Rob 
Plant is at 7 p.m., “Retro Rock” features O: 
Osborne at 8 p.m., “Guest DJ” has An; 
Young and Brian Johnson at 10 p.m., Dr. I 
mento airs at 11 p.m. and “Radical Rom) 
Room” begins at midnight. 
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The Ge 
Of 
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by FATHER JAN 


HE gospels contain two 
genealogies of Jesus. One 
occurs in Luke os 
After He is baptized by John 
heavenly voice identifies Hi 
as God’s beloved Son. The 
comes a genealogy of 77 gene 
ations to trace Jesus bac 
through Joseph, David ar 
Abraham to Adam, ‘‘who wi 
of God.” 
The other genealogy is tl 
one recorded at the opening 
Matthew’s gospel (1:1-17 
Matthew first gives the name 
then focuses attention on it | 
an aside to his readers. He te 
them to note that the genealo 
falls into three groups of 


and David, David and the E 
bylonian captivity, this captil 





A MOTHER’S MEDITAT 


The Case of 
Missing Be 


by TERESA BLOOMINGDA 


dé Y are you 


sleeping on the 

sofa?’ I asked 
my son Mike when I came 
down to breakfast one morning 
recently. Mike was home from 
college to be best man at his 
brother Lee’s wedding, and 
they had been out to a party the 


night before. So I was only half- © 


joking when I asked: ‘‘Couldn’t 
you find your room?” 

“Of course I could find my 
room,” he mumbled, assuring 
me that he had come in per- 
fectly sober. ‘I just couldn’t 
find my bed.” 

“You couldn’t find your 
bed?’’ I laughed. ‘‘Are you sure 
you were sober?”’ 

“Yes,” he said emphati- 
cally. ‘‘My bed is gone. Go up 


and see for vourself. But 4>”’+ 
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— The Genealogy 


THE LIVING WORD 





Of Jesus 


by FATHER JAMES REESE, O.S.F.S. 


HE gospels contain two 
genealogies of Jesus. One 


occurs in Luke 3:23-38. 
After He is baptized by John a 
heavenly voice identifies Him 
as God’s beloved Son. Then 
comes a genealogy of 77 gener- 
ations to trace Jesus back 
through Joseph, David and 
Abraham to Adam, ‘who was 
of God.” 

The other genealogy is the 
one recorded at the opening of 
Matthew’s gospel (1:1-17). 
Matthew first gives the names, 
then focuses attention on it by 
an aside to his readers. He tells 
them to note that the genealogy 
falls into three groups of 14 
generations between Abraham 
and David, David and the Ba- 
bylonian captivity, this captivi- 


ty and Jesus, ‘the One called 
Christ.” 

This unusual remark is ob- 
viously an invitation by Mat- 
thew urging his readers to look 
for a special meaning in the 
coming of Jesus. Why does he 
call attention to this number. 
First of all, the 42 generations 
he lists between Abraham and 
Jesus fall 14 short of the 
number that separate these 
two figures in Luke’s genealo- 


In addition, once the two 
lists pass David all the names 
are different except the two 
persons connected with the re- 
turn from Babylon — Shealtiel 
and Zerubbabel. None of the 
names that follow in Matthew’s 
list appear in the Hebrew 


Bible. Just where he learned 
them is not known. 

Obviousiy Matthew wants 
his readers to see some mean- 
ing in the way his list of names 
falls into three equal groups. 
But commentators have not 
been able to agree why. 

At the same time we must 
evaluate serious attempts to 
make the text reveal its total 
message. The following are 
some helpful suggestions of- 
fered by biblical scholars who 
have wrestled with this text. 
First, some background is nec- 
essary. 


Tradition 


Israelite tradition cele- 
brated David’s success in uni- 
fying the 12 tribes as fulfilling 
the Lord’s promises to Abra- 
ham. They believed the Lord 
gave David victory and king- 
ship. Often Matthew’s gospel 
stresses that Jesus is Son of 
David. As such He is the true 
fulfillment of all God’s prom- 
ises. 

To illustrate this truth 
Matthew footnotes his genealo- 
gy. The work of the historical 
David was wiped out within the 
same number of generations 
that separated him from Abra- 
ham. The Davidic line was 


taken into exile in Babylon and 
the last king died there. Hu- 
man!y speaking God’s prom- 
ises came to naught. 

Not so, says Matthew. God 
did not abandon His people. 
Within the same number of 14 
generations the Lord rebuilt 
Israel by raising up a new 
David. He is the transcendent 
Messiah and the everlasting 
king. 

For Matthew the number 
of generations is important. 
The numerical value of the 
three letters that make up the 
name David in Hebrew is 14. 
The true David is thus Jesus, 
“the One ealled Christ.’ Even 
this emphasis on the double 
name at the end of the genealo- 
gy affirms the fulfillment of 
God’s promises. Why? 

A careful reading of this 
genealogy shows that only 13 
generations separate Jechon- 
iah, the last king at the captivi- 
ty, from Jesus. This is not an 
accident. Jesus is Messiah not 
simply as descendant of David. 
He is the Christ permanently 
for He is God’s enduring prom- 
ise to His people. 

Throughout his gospel Mat- 
thew- links Jesus both to past 
and to future. He is the embodi- 
ment of all Israel’s hopes. He 


SE 


came ‘‘not to destroy the law 
and the prophets’’ but to fulfill 
them (Matt. 5:17). Jesus ac- 
complishes that mission not 
merely for the short period of 
His earthly existence. 

Jesus is destined to abide 
with God’s people always. Mat- 
thew explains that Jesus con- 
tinues to live with and save 
mankind through the activity 
of His Church, the sign of the 
reign of God and of the final 
age. The stretching of the 
name Jesus Christ over two 
generations in the genealogy 
announces this truth. 

In other words, Matthew ~ 
sees the earthly life of Jesus as 
filling the 13th generation. It is 
rooted deeply in the Davidic 
line and traditions of Israel. 
The 14th generation is the new 
age of never ending fulfillment 
after the resurrection. 

This method of Matthew 
has a message for the Church. 
Jesus looks back to the original 
historical King David. He con- 
firms Israel’s belief that David 
was raised up by God. But a po- 
litical dynasty was not the last 
word. It was only a foreshad- 
owing of the gifts that God con- 
tinues to offer to all humanity 
through the community of 
Christ’s Church. Æ 
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[FOUNDER OF TROY 
= LAUNDRY COMPANY | 


= |Fremont L. Jones (1855-1935) was founder ofthe 
Troy Laundry, Troy Dry Cleaning and Troy Towel 
0... Ifirms in Fort Wayne, and associated with other 
business firms, and banking institutions. He was 
one ofthe organizers of Lincoln National Life Insur- 
ance Company, a director and member of its 
executive committee. 


= {Born in Grant County, Ind., he moved here with his 
parents in 1863. His father, David F., established 
2... ıtheFort Wayne Gazette which later merged with The 
Journal. Fremont Jones attended local public 

schools and Methodist College. He and Ogden 
= |Pierce, Sr., established the first steam laundry here. 


Mr. Jones was chairman of Wayne Street Methodist 
= [Church board. He rests in Lindenwood, anon-profit 
and non-sectarian cemetery owned by the families 
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Johnston, who stood at 5-foot-11% 
inches, was 21 years old in 1816. He 
originally was a laborer. 

Although no formal record exists, it 
appears Johnston joined the newly 
formed Seventeenth Regiment of Infan- 
try in the Spring of 1812. By 1813, he 
was at Fort Wayne with a detachment 
of his regiment. 

Like many of his compatriots in the 
Seventeenth, Johnston was transferred 
into the company of the First Infantry 
at Fort Wayne in December, 1813. 

In the Fall of 1815, the First was re- 
numbered as the Third Infantry. 

He probably was lured into the mili- 
tary life by the chance to fight the Indi- 
ans. Proof is skimpy, but with the 





. riston "probably got along with ev- 
"who portrays him. P y & 8 


erybody,’” says Stuart, “since he was 
one of the few people who never got 
into any trouble.” 


No court martial records have been 
found for Johnston. In May, 1816, he 
did extra duty as a laborer for the Indi- 
an Department. 

Stuart, who works at Lincoln Bank, 
is one of the volunteers at the Fort. “I 
went over there with my sister and | 
thought it was going to be really bor- 
ing, but | stayed there all day looking 
at it and talked to one of the guys who 
worked there.” Needless to say, Stuart 
got involved with his character. 

Alexander Johnston was discharged 
Dec. 30, 1818, probably at Fort Macki- 
nac, and did not re-enlist.[] 
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= FORT PEOPLE ~. 


PVT. ALEXANDER JOHNSTON - 





11-14-1977 


PHOTO: GREG DORSETT 


= This is the seventh in an At the Summit series about Fort People —the sol- 


diers and civilians who populated Fort Wayne in the early 19th Century, and the 


modern.day people who portray them. 


Profiles of the characters, drawn up by the Historic Fort Wayne staff after ex- 
tensive research, lend some information about their activities. The rest is supplied 
by the enthusiasm ahd imagination the historic interpreters put into their roles. 

(The Old Fort is closed now, but many of the characters described in this se- 
ries will return when the Fort reopens in the Spring.) 


Alexander Johnston, born in Jeffer- 
son County, Tennessee, probably came 
to Fort Wayne because there were no 
Indians in his home state, says Dave 
Stuart, who portrays him. 

Johnston, who stood at 5-foot-11% 
inches, was 21 years old in 1816. He 


originally was a laborer. 


Although no formal record exists, it 


. appears Johnston joined the newly 


formed Seventeenth Regiment of Infan- 
try in the Spring of 1812. By 1813, he 
was at Fort Wayne with a detachment 
of his regiment. 

Like many of his compatriots in the 
Seventeenth, Johnston was transferred 
into the company of the First Infantry 
at Fort Wayne in December, 1813. 

In the Fall of 1815, the First was re- 


“numbered as the Third Infantry. 


He probably was lured into the mili- 
tary life by the chance to fight the Indi- 


ans. Proof is skimpy, but with the 


1 


Virginia Van Vynckt 


Indians all gone after 1812, Johnston 
did not re-enlist, says Stuart. 


The dark-haired, light-complexioned 
Johnston “probably got along with ev- 
erybody,‘’’ says Stuart, “since he was 
one of the few people who never got 


- into any trouble.” 


No court martial records have been 
found for Johnston. In May, 1816, he 
did extra duty as a laborer for the Indi- 
an Department. 

Stuart, who works at Lincoln Bank, 
is one of the volunteers at the Fort. “I 
went over there with my sister and | 
thought it was going to be really bor- 
ing, but | stayed there all day looking 
at it and talked to one of the guys who 
worked there.” Needless to say, Stuart 
got involved with his character. 

Alexander Johnston was discharged 
Dec. 30, 1818, probably at Fort Macki- 
nac, and did not re-enlist.0 
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Cletus A. Junk, 72, retired adver- 
tising executive, died Friday af- 
ternoon in Parkview Memorial Hos- 
pital. 

Mr. Junk, a lifelong Fort Wayne 
resident, was co-founder of the 
Chamberlin-Junk Advertising 
Agency and since 1971 was owner of 
the Cletus A. Junk Advertising 
Agency, which served the tri-state 
area. He retired in January 1982, af- 
ter 54 years in the advertising busi- 
ness. He was active in the Fort 
Wayne Press Club, Ad Club and the 
printing craft guild. 

A member of St. Jude’s Catholic 
Church and its Holy Name Society, 
Mr. Junk was president of St. Jude’s 
Seniors Monday Club. He was a 
fourth degree member of the 
Knights of Columbus and a past 
grand knight of Knights of Colum- 
bus Council 451, Fort Wayne. He 
served as state deputy grand knight 
and as editor of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus newspaper, “The Shield.” . 

Mr. Junk was a past president of 
Serra Club. He was a veteran of 
World War II and a member of 
American Legion Post 47. He served 
as a member of the Allen County 
Draft Board for 20 years. 

Mr. Junk was editor and publisher 
of the “Junk Breeze,” a family news- 
paper which originated in the 1940s 
and has a circulation of 400. In 1970, 
he organized the first of five Junk 
“junkets” by which he and his rela- 
tives became acquainted with cous- 
ins in Germany. 

Surviving are his wife, Dorothy; a 
son, Gerald of Wolcottville; four 
daughters, Patricia Kelly, Janet Pe- 
den and Nancy Murphy, all of Fort 


, Wayne and Eleanor McBride of 


Connecticut; six brothers, Ray- 
mond, John and Marcellus, all of 
Fort Wayne, the Rev. Walter Junk 
of Nebaska City, Neb., Robert of 
Washington, D.C., and Leo of Louis- 
ville, Ky.; and five sisters, Sister 
Mary Luca Junk of Phoenix, Ariz., 
Aletha Kohn of Columbia City, 


EEE 


fa es 


Rosella Viasaty of Downers Grove, _ 


IL, and Kathryn Junk and Alvina 


Falvy, both of Fort Wayne... 


Services are 10:30 a.m. Tuesday in 
Mungovan & Sons Memorial Chapel 
and 11 a.m. in St. Jude’s Catholic 
Church. Calling is after 2 p.m. today 
in the funeral home. Burial will be in 
Catholic Cemetery. Preferred me- 
morials are to the church or the do- 
nor’s favorite charity. 4 
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Cletus A. Junk, 72, of Fort Wayne 
died at 2:27 p.m. Friday in Parkview 
Memorial Hospital. | 

Mr. Junk, a lifelong resident of 
Fort Wayne, was the owner of an 
advertising agency for 54 years. He 
also was an Army veteran of World’ 
War II. oe. 

Surviving are his wife, Dorothy; a! 
son, Gerald of Wolcottville; four 
daughters, Patricia Kelly, Janet Peden 
and Nancy Murphy, all of Fort 
Wayne, and Eleanore McBride of 
Connecticut; six brothers, Raymond, 
John and Marcellus, all of Foët 
Wayne, the Rev. Walter Junk of 
Nebraska City, Neb., Robert of Wash- 
ington, D.C., and Leo of Louisville: 
and five sisters, Sister Mary Luca of 
Phoenix, Aletha Kohne of Columbia 
City, Rosella Vlasaty of Donners 
Grove, Ill, and Kathryn Junk and 
Alvina Falvy, both of Fort Wayne. 

Services will be at 10:30 a.m. Tues- 
day in Mungovan & Sons Memorial 
Chapel, and at 11 a.m. in St. Jude’s 
Catholic Church. Friends may call 
after 2 p.m. Sunday and all day Mon- 
day at the funeral home, where the 
rosary will be recited at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday. Burial will be in Catholic’ 
Cemetery. à 
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